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Working with Extended File Properties 

 
All Windows files include several standard properties including:  

• Name, Date modified, Date created / Date last accessed 

• File size / file type / author / location 
Several of these are shown in the details view in Windows File Explorer 
 

 
 
Additional extended properties may be shown for certain special folders. For example: 

• Height / width / horizontal resolution / vertical resolution / bit size (image files) 

• Contributing artist / album / year / genre / tile / track # / length / bit rate (audio files) 
 

 
 
NOTE:  
There are currently a total of 321 extended properties which may be stored though no individual file will 
have all of these. The details MAY vary depending on the computer used & Windows/Office version. 
 
Additional extended properties can be viewed by right clicking on the heading area of the folder 
Tick from the properties listed or click More to see the full list: 
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This utility app provides a simple way of obtaining all the extended properties for a single file or for all files 
in a selected folder and its subfolders.  
The code to get extended properties uses the GetDetailsOf member of the Shell32.dll library file. 
As a result, the VBA reference library Windows Shell Controls and Automation is required.  
 
All features are available from the main form though some items will be disabled or hidden at first: 
 

 
 
NOTE:  
All extended property names are language specific.  
On first use, the app will check your current Office language.  
If this isn’t English, the app will convert all extended property names to your current Office language.  
This conversion only needs to be done once and should take less than a minute. 
 
For more details, see section 7 
 

 

Version 3.4  26 May 2024 
  
1. Startup Form 

The app opens to a startup form giving information about its purpose and features 
 

 
 
The startup form is also used to check whether the current Office language matches that used for the 
saved extended properties data. 
 
Tick the checkbox if you want to hide the startup form in future 
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Click Continue to open the main form 
 

 
 
 

2. Extended Properties List 
Click the Extended Properties List button to view a list of all extended properties available for your 
computer system 

 

  
 
 There are currently a total of 321 extended properties in Windows 10 / Office 365 
 The total may vary depending on the Windows / Office versions 
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3. Extended Properties for a file 
Click the first Browse button and select a file. Click the Show Properties button which is now enabled: 
 

 
  

After a few seconds, a report will open with the extended properties for the selected file: 
 

 
  
 The list of extended properties available for that type of file has also been saved. 
 The Property List By File Type button is now also enabled. Click to view a summary report. 
  
 The example below shows the first page of a report with extended properties for 37 different file 

types. The report can display up to 40 different file types. If you exceed this, an error will occur. 
 

  
 
 NOTE: This is an example of a ‘dynamic crosstab report’. Column headings are automatically updated 

each time extended properties are saved for additional file types 
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4. Extended Properties for all files of a selected type in a folder 
Click the second Browse button and select a file of the required type. 
Click the Get Properties button 

 
The program will loop through all files of that type collecting the extended property details. 
A progress bar is updated as each file is processed   

 

  
  

NOTE:  
This may take several minutes if there are many files to process. 
The estimated time remaining is displayed.  
 
If this is taking too long, use the Cancel button to end the process. 
 
When the process has completed, a message like this will be displayed: 
 

 
  

Click Yes to view a list of selected properties for each file 
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As before, the extended properties summary details for this file type are also saved. 

 
Several additional features are now available: 

• Click the Save Properties Data button to save these details for future use if required. 
A message like this will appear: 
 

 
 
Click OK to save the data 

 

• Click a file name from the list. The Print Selected File button is then enabled. 
Click the button to view a report listing all extended properties for the selected file 

 

• Click the Print All Files button to view a report listing extended properties for each file in the list 
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5. Extended Properties for all files in a folder / subfolders 
Click the third Browse button and select a folder. Optionally tick the checkbox to include all files in the 
subfolders as well. Click the Get Properties button 
 

 
 

 The total number of files in the selected folder(s) is counted so you can decide whether to continue. 
 If you have several thousand files, processing may take some time. 
 

As before, you can view the extended properties for each file once the processing has completed 
either as a list or in a report. The properties can also be saved for future use, 
 

  
6. View Extended Properties for a saved list 

Select a previously saved list using the combo box as shown below: 
 

 
 
 Now click the View Properties for a Saved List button which is now enabled. 
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 The extended properties summary will appear immediately as shown below: 
 

  
  
 You can export the saved list to Excel  
 

  
 
 You can also export to Excel as a crosstab query: 
 

  
 
 If you no longer need a saved list, click the Delete Saved List button to delete it. 
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7. Update Extended Property Names to match Office language 
 

Extended property names are localised depending on the Office language. For example: 
 

English Spanish (Modern) 

  
 
The application is supplied with extended property names in English. 
When the app is first used, it will check whether the Office language is different. 
If so, when the main form is first opened, you will see a message similar to this: 
 

 
 
Updating the language for the extended properties is a two step process that takes less than a minute. 
Click OK then click the Browse button and select any file. Click Show Properties. 
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A report opens with the extended property names in your current Office language 
A message appears: 
 

 
 

 Click OK to complete the conversion process. A few seconds later, a message similar to this appears: 
 

  
 
 Click OK to close the application.  
 On restarting, the extended property names will be in your current Office language 
 
 NOTE: 
 If you change your Office language at any time, the app will detect the change and allow you to run the 

language update again. 
 
 =========================================================================== 
 
 
 The latest version of this application is available from: https://isladogs.co.uk/extended-file-properties 
 
 If you have any comments or suggestions, please email: info@mendipdatasystems.co.uk 
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