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Manage Import/Export Data Tasks

This functionality on this form is intended for program admins ONLY. Soeen
It should NOT be made available to standard users. spechame
Itis designed to help manage import/export (IMEX) tasks available in Access 2007 or later.
These tasks are stored internally as XML and cannot be directly edited from the ribbon.
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@ Modify External File Path
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Enter the new path \MyFiles\ExampleDatabases\IMEXSpec
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You can also view the details of any 'old style" IMEX specifications for text files ONLY (e.g. CSV)
Those specifications are stored in 2 system tables MSysIMEXSpecs / MSysIMEXColumns.
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Save Import / Export (IMEX) Specifications - 1

TWO ways of saving IMEX specifications using the wizard:

1. ‘Old style’ (prior to 2007) - text files only e.g. CSV
» Saved to two system tables MSysIMEXSpecs / MSysIMEXColumns
» Partly wizard based - Customisation using Advanced button — for text files only

SIMs_Studentfddresses Import Specification

What delimiter separates your fields? Select the appropriate delimiter and see how your textis affected in the preview below. File Format: @QEEII'I:E{' : Field Delimiter: -

(O)Fixed Width  Text Qualifier:
Choose the delimiter that separates your fields:

()Tab (") Semicalon (@) Comma () Space O other: ||

oo
Language: Engh..h - -
[FIFirst Row Contzins Field Names Text Qualifier: Lzt WesternEuropean (DOS) | -

Dates, Times, and Mumbers

FParcntal Salucation”  |"Parental adaressee” [“Adaressid Date Qrder: 51 Four Digt Years
AB0223051151&6"™ ["Ms Crosland"™ S

Date Delimiter: [] Leading Zeros in Dates

01724 611516" |'tina.crosland@homemail.co.uk" Time Delimiter: l:l Dedmal Symbol: |:|
P802230511517" |"Mrs Lane"”

Field Information:

rﬂﬂﬂl

07875 511517" hilary.lanefhomemail.co.uk" _.—.
L802229211518" ["Mr Elswood" ST | [upn® |ShortText |

-"

07867 311518" |"rose.hill@homemail.co.uk" | ["Parentsl address|ShortText (Mo | [ |

R802227511519" ["Mr and Mrs Littler" ? e | "Addressline™ [ShortText [ne | [ ]

| ["AddressBlock™ [ShortText  [no | [ |

| |"Telephone®  [shortText  [no [ [] |

| [Emai®  [ShortText (N0 [ [] |

| Cadcressristory”|ShortText N0 | [] |
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Save Import / Export (IMEX) Specifications - 2

2. ‘New style’ Data Tasks (2007 onwards)
» wider range of files e.g. Excel / XML / HTML and text
» Entirely wizard driven - no Advanced customisation
» Saved as XML
» Difficult to edit once saved

Import Spreadsheet Wizard Manage Data Tasks

Saved Exports
‘You can specify information about each of the fields you are importing. Select fields in the area below. You can then modify field ) )
information in the 'Field Options' area. Click to select the saved import to manage.
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To edit the name or description of the saved operation, select the operation and then cick the text you want to edit.
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Manage IMEX Data Tasks

» Object members for IMEX Data Task specifications:

@ fccess Help

L HNHN BM® R

~ B Search -

Acocess 2010 Developer Reference = Access Object Model Reference » ImportExportSpedfication Object

Access Developer Reference

ImportExportSpecification Object Members
Show &l

Represents a saved import or export operation.

Methods

MName Description
Delete Deletes the specified ImportExportSpecification object fromthe ImportExportSpecifications collection.

Executes the specfied import or export specfication.

S

You can use the Application property to access the active Microsoft Access Application object and its related properties. Read-only Application object.
Gets or sets a String that describes the specified ImportExportSpecification object. Read/write.

Gets or sets the name of the spedfied ImportExportSpecification object. Readwrite String.

Returns the parent object for the specified object. Read-only Object.

Gets or sets the Extensible Markup Language (XML) string that defines an ImportExportSpecification object. Read/write String.
© 2010 Microsoft Corporation. Al rights reserved.

» All are members of the ImportExportSpecification object
>
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Manage IMEX Data Tasks

» Use to view / edit / delete data task XML

frmManageTasks frmUSysIMEXSpecs -

[m]
Manage Import/Export Data Tasks Import/Export (IMEX) Data Task Specification

This functionality on this form is intended for program admins OMNLY. IMEX SpeciD
It should NOT be made available to standard users. e

IMEX Mame
It is designed to help manage import/export (IMEX) tasks available in Access 2007 or later.

IMEX Description
These tasks are stored internally as XML and cannot be directly edited from the ribbon.

| View NEW IMEX Data Tasks Report | IMEX Specification <?xml version="1.0"

- " . ) )  |<ImportExportSpecification Path="G:\MyFiles\EXAMPL~1\QUERYF~1\QUERYF~2.XL5"
Select an IMEX data task E ‘ | i | ar | Copy to Clipboard | xmins="urn:www.microsoft.com/office/access/imexspec
~ |[<ImportExcel FirstRowHasNames=tre" Destination="tblQueryContainsFilterBug"
Choose an action on the (O Run Task Range="Tabelle1s">
selected task O Rename Task <Columns Primarykey="{Auto}">
i <Column Name="Coll" FieldMame="Filter Contains" Indexed="NO"
O edit Task SkipColumn="false" DataType="Text"/>
O Delete Task <Column Name="Col2" FieldName="Expected Records" Indexed="NO"
® Modify External File Path SkipColumn="false" DataType="Double"/>
O Modify Destination (Import tasks ONLY) <Column Name="Col3" FieldName="Returned Records" Indexed="NQO"
SkipColumn="false" DataType="Text"/>
<Column Name="Col4" FieldName="Correct?" Indexed="NO"
Enter the new path | SkipColumn="false" DataType="Text"/>
- <Column Name="Col5" FieldName="Comment" Indexed="N0O"
SkipColumn="false" DataType="Text"/=
<Column Name="Colg" FieldMame= ed Contains Query" Indexed="NO"
SkipColumn="false" DataType="Text"/=
<Column Name="Col7" FieldName="Filter Contains SQL (where incorrect)"
Indexed="N0" SkipColumn="false" DataType="Text"/>
You can also view the details of any 'old style' IMEX specifications for text files ONLY (e.g. CSV)
Those specifications are stored in 2 system tables MSysIMEXSpecs / MSysIMEXColumns.

</ImportExportSpecification>
View OLD IMEX Specifications Report |
Select an IMEX specification [ £ view || % clear |
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Manage IMEX Specifications

» Use to view / edit specifications stored in system tables

frrmManageTasks MSysIMEXSpecs - (]

Manage Import/Export Data Tasks MSys IMEX Specifications

This functionality on this form is intended for program admins ONLY. SpeciD

It should NOT be made available to standard users. Spec Name SIMS_StudentAttendanceMarks_Leavers Link Specification

It is designed to help manage import/export (IMEX) tasks available in Access 2007 or later.
These tasks are stored internally as XML and cannot be directly edited from the ribbon.
| Date Delimiter Date Order

SpecType

| El View NEW IMEX Data Tasks Report
Date Four Digit Year Date Leading Zeros

Select an IMEX data task Import-QueryFilterContainsBugResult | W || E. Clear | Decimal Point Field Separator

File Type
Choose an action on the O Run Task Ve

selected task O Rename Task Start Row
O Edit Task Text Delimiter Time Delimiter

O Delete Task IMEX Columns
® Modify External File Path Field Name Attributes - | DataType - IndexType - SkipColumn -
O Modify Destination (Import tasks ONLY) False
False
Enter the new path False
False
False
False
False
False

False

[= [ = = Y = = Y s Y o Y = T = |
[= [ = = Y = = Y s Y o Y = T = |

You can also view the details of any "old style' IMEX specifications for text files ONLY (e.g. CSV) False

Those specifications are stored in 2 system tables MSysIMEXSpecs / MSysIMEXColumns.
View OLD IMEX Specifications Report |

Select an IMEX specification Record: 4 < 10f10 | b M » ilter | [Search
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Manage IMEX Data Task Specifications

» The app is available from:

Isl a d og s o n Access Home Applications Purchase Downloads Resources Services Search

e =
3
x = 2

Example Apps for Businesses, Schools & Developers

Free examples, samples and guidance for developers

View & Edit Import/Export (IMEX) Data Task Specifications

Version 2.5 Approx 1.2 MB First Published 12 Nov 2019 Last Updated 29 Mar 2024

1 originally wrote the attached utility in response to a question about editing external files from Access by Access World Forums member smig in this thread:
Editing an external text file - is it possible?

I would like to thank fellow AWF members jdraw & the DBGuy for prompting me with starter code.
Thanks also to smig for suggesting a procedure that I adapted.

Prior to Access 2007, import/export (IMEX) specifications were saved in 2 system tables: MSysIMEXSpecs / MSysIMEXColumns.
Import/export specifications were only available for text files e.g. CSV.

This approach was supplemented with a wizard driven & arguably more powerful XML based system of Import/Export Data Tasks in Access 2007.
The new approach is very simple to use and works for a wider range of files including Excel spreadsheets and Access tables.

» Also see my ‘feature request’ article :
>
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