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Automatic Form Resizing (AFR) in Access
Questions:

Have you seen any of my previous presentations on AFR?
• Yes 

• No

How often have you used AFR in your own apps?
• Regularly

• Occasionally

• Never

https://forms.office.com/e/BCW2YfxTwS
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Why use automatic form resizing (AFR)?
• Legacy apps – text is now far too small to read at higher resolutions

• Scale down – forms are partly off screen on smaller monitors requiring scrolling

• Alternatives e.g. form layouts, grouping & anchoring give poor outcomes

• User base - monitors with a variety of screen sizes, form factors and resolutions

• Client base - have changed or will be changing their monitors

• Future proofing – ensuring that forms will still remain usable as circumstances change

• Accessibility - some users have eyesight issues and need to zoom their screens

When wouldn’t AFR be useful?
• All users have exactly the same monitor size and resolution

• Situation is guaranteed to NEVER EVER change in the future
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Automatic Form Resizing (AFR) in Access
Questions: 

Have you seen any of my previous presentations on AFR?
• Yes 

• No

How often have you used AFR in your own apps?
• Regularly

• Occasionally

• Never

Audience Responses to questions:
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Automatic Form Resizing (AFR) in Access
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Before After
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
What happens with AFR?

➢ Forms are automatically resized to match the user’s screen size and resolution

➢ All form objects are repositioned proportionately as the form is resized

➢ All form objects and their contents are also resized proportionately

➢ Updates automatically if resolution or scaling changed and when moved to a different sized monitor

➢ Works with both overlapping windows and tabbed documents display modes

➢ Works with popup / split / navigation / datasheet forms and when application interface is hidden

➢ Optional form zoom and stretch / shrink features

➢ Works in both 32-bit & 64-bit Access

➢ Requires just ONE line of code in Form_Load event:

ResizeForm Me
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access

What happens with AFR?

Design view                                           Form view
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access

What happens with AFR?

Design view                                           Form view
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access

Using zoom with AFR

75% 100% 125%
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Using AFR with datasheet form (DS)

Before resizing DS After resizing DS (+ 110% zoom)

NOTE: Standard checkboxes CANNOT be resized
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Using AFR with split form

Design view                                                Form view
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Using AFR with navigation form

Design view                                               Form view
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Using AFR with Access application interface hidden

Design view                                        Form view
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Module modResizeForm declarations:

‘Base’ resolutions determine scaling factor

➢ Horizontal resolution = 1680 ; DESIGN_HORZRES = 800

➢ Scaling factor = 1680 / 800 = 2.1
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access

Typical AFR code: AFR subform code:

Time to see AFR in action . . . 
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
How to get the best results from AFR:
➢ Plan the use of AFR from the beginning – don’t add to established application

➢ Always scale up . . . NOT down

➢ Develop in the lowest or ‘base’ resolution of any of your users

➢ Use a form template to match your base resolution (it should fill screen at that resolution)

➢ Make sure DESIGN_HORZRES value in modResizeForm matches base horizontal resolution

➢ Use maximised forms where possible

➢ Take care with popup forms

➢ Checkboxes, option buttons & button images cannot be resized (work-rounds for each)

➢ Don’t use layout guides and anchoring

➢ Allow some blank space at bottom/right of form as a precaution – particularly if using zoom

➢ Keep tab controls and option groups near top / left of form to avoid ‘over-size issues’

➢ Cannot exceed maximum allowed form width of 22.75 inches (57.79 cm). 
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access

Convert existing databases:

➢ Karl’s Tips & Tricks: one ‘over-large’ form

➢ Better Date Picker: multiple re-draws

➢Northwind 2000: many small forms of different types
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Northwind 2000
➢ 21 forms of which 13 have code modules & none are maximised

➢ 2 resizable forms with datasheet sub forms (Customer Orders (x2) / Orders)

➢ 2 resizable forms with continuous sub forms (Categories / Quarterly Orders)

➢ 4 resizable single forms (Customers / Employees / Products / Suppliers)

➢ 1 non-resizable single form (Employees (page break))

➢ 2 resizable continuous forms (Customer Phone List / Product List)

➢ 1 resizable form with pivot table in unbound frame (Sales Analysis)

➢ 4 dialog forms (Customer Labels Dialog / Main Switchboard / Sales By Year Dialog / Sales Reports Dialog)

➢ 3 forms with embedded background images (Categories / Customers / Suppliers)

➢ 2 forms with photos in bound frames (Employees / Employees (page break)

➢ 1 modal popup form (Startup)

18

https://isladogs.co.uk/
../../ExampleDatabases/Northwind/2000/Northwind2000.mdb


Colin Riddington Mendip Data Systems                                     https://isladogs.co.uk

Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Resize code:
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Zoom form code:
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
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Stretch/Shrink form code:
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
Datasheet (sub)form code:

Main form code:

Main form code (continued):
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
AFR tutorial: https://isladogs.co.uk/automatic-form-resizing-1/
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Automatic Form Resizing in Access
New web page for today’s session: https://isladogs.co.uk/using-afr
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